220

JAI SCIENTISTS

VAKIL, RUSTOM JAL

Vakil, Rustom Jaln Physician Car-
diologist was born in 1911 in Bombay.
1934 Graduate in Medicine (Lon-
don).
1936MRCP(London).
1937 MD (London) - He won Med-
als in London.
1938 Assistant Hon.Physician, JJ.Hospital & Grant Medi-
cal College, Bombay; Hon.Consultant & Physician,
K.E.M.Hospital, Bombay.
Achievements
Renowned clinician and teacher, responsible for encour-
aging specialisation in Cardiology in this country; hence known
as 'Father of Indian Cardiology1.
Rauwolfia serpentina : an alkaloid from a plant grown in
Himalayas in plenty, contains an alkaloid 'rcscrpine1; Vakil
made a discovery that this is useful in the treatment of hyper-
tension (high blood pressure) and psychiatric diseases. He is
known as 'Father of Rauwolfia1. Later, of course, this drug has
gone into disrepute because of its side-effect of causing sui-